
WHAT’S AT STAKE?

After the collapse of world oil prices 

sent Alberta’s economy into freefall, 

it took a long time to climb our way 

back up. But we’re doing it — thanks 

to diversifying our economy, the 

hard work of skilled Albertans, and 

investments that Rachel Notley’s 

NDP government has made in 

infrastructure and services.

Yet just as the province’s economy 

is turning the corner, Jason Kenney’s 

UCP is calling for a sharp course 

reversal… and hundreds of millions of 

dollars in cuts.

When government takes in less money in taxes and other revenues 
than it spends in a given year, the result is a budget deficit. That can 
happen when our economy slows down, because there’s less money 
coming in, and more people who need help.

Obviously, no one wants our province to run an out-of-control deficit. 
But a reasonably-sized deficit can help a stalled economy get moving 
again. And by running deficits in tough times, and surpluses in good 
times, our province can keep its finances healthy.

So when we hear some politicians calling for sharp cuts in spending to 
get rid of the deficit — even though that would freeze our economic 
recovery in its tracks — we get worried.

In this election, we’re asking HSAA members and all Albertans to 
make health care a priority. But we’re also concerned about where the 
parties stand on making deep, reckless cuts that put our economic 
recovery in jeopardy and our public services at risk.

INVESTING IN 
ALBERTANS
KEEPING THE ECONOMY 
MOVING FORWARD
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BUDGET DEFICIT AND FINANCES

CUTS TO PUBLIC SERVICES AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, TAX CUTS FOR THE RICH.

WILL REWARD THE RICHEST 1% of Albertans with a 
massive $700 million tax cut,

Will slash government spending by 20% - with deep 
cuts to health care and schools. 

With all of the planned cuts, will still only balance the 
budget a year earlier than the NDP in 2022.

INVESTING IN PEOPLE AND THE PROVINCE.

Inherited a stalled economy from the Conservative 
government.

HELPED ALBERTA RECORD THE FASTEST EXPANSION 
IN GDP GROWTH IN 2017 among the 10 provinces and is 
expected to lead the country again in 2018.

FOSTERED ECONOMIC GROWTH TO THE TUNE OF 
2.7% this year, which is forecasted to repeat next year.

ENSURED ALBERTA WILL SEE FASTER GROWTH 
IN PRIVATE INVESTMENT than any other province in 
Canada in 2019.   Source: Conference Board of Canada Provincial Outlook Economic Forecast, Summer 2018

SPURRED ECONOMIC GROWTH by investing in more 
than 324 major construction projects.

REDUCED THE SMALL BUSINESS TAX by 1/3 along 
with a small increase in the tax large businesses pay so 
they start paying more of their share.

PROTECTED AND INCREASED FUNDING FOR HEALTH 
CARE and education by living up to their promise not to lay 
off a single public-service front-line worker.

WILL BALANCE THE BUDGET BY 2023.

JASON KENNEY AND THE UCP RACHEL NOTLEY AND THE NDP

HSAA has launched a province-wide campaign to  
raise awareness about what’s at stake in this election.  
It’s too important to stay silent.

WATCH THE AD. 

SHARE IT IN YOUR NETWORKS. 

TALK TO YOUR COLLEAGUES.

TALK TO YOUR NEIGHBOURS.

VOTE!

WHERE DO THE PARTIES STAND? While neither of the main parties has released their party platforms, 
we can learn a lot from their public statements and from their records. 

HOW DO WE KEEP OUR ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY GOING?

One thing’s for sure: Jason Kenney’s reckless cuts would 
come at exactly the wrong time. With our economy 
finally creating jobs again, we need to keep making the 
investments that will help our recovery pick up steam.

Alberta is on track to wipe out the deficit by 2023. But we 
need to do it responsibly, so we don’t wipe out our progress 
instead. Let’s keep building for the future together.

WHAT CAN WE DO?


