
INVESTING IN 
AN ECONOMY

WHAT’S AT STAKE?

No question: the past few years have been hard on 

Alberta families. When world oil prices collapsed,  

jobs were hit hard — and the PC government at the 

time had no idea how to help and left us with our 

economy in a tailspin.

That’s not something you can turn around overnight. 

But Alberta has taken the right approach: helping the 

energy sector get past this downturn, investing to 

help the rest of our economy take up the slack, and 

supporting Alberta families when they need it most.

And it’s working. Alberta recorded the fastest expansion 

in GDP growth in 2017 among the 10 provinces.   

Smart investments for a recovery that works for all of 

us: that’s how we rebuild prosperity in Alberta.

As professionals in health care, we see the impacts a 
struggling economy has on healthy communities. Food 
insecurity, inability to afford essential medications, 
increases in stress and mental-health issues — sometimes 
leading to addictions. 

As workers, we know how important it is to have a good job 
with decent wages. And as health-care workers, we know 
good jobs and good health are connected. That’s why we 
also need a plan to support a strong economy that leaves 
nobody behind.

In this election, we’re asking HSAA members and all 
Albertans to make health care a priority. But we’re 
also concerned about how the major parties approach 
continuing economic recovery.

THAT WORKS 
FOR ALL OF US
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WHERE DO THE PARTIES STAND?

While neither of the main parties has released their party platforms, we can learn a lot from their public statements and 
from their records. Here’s a quick rundown of where the NDP and the UCP stand on their economic approaches:

ECONOMIC APPROACH

PLANS TO CUT HIS WAY BACK TO A BALANCED 
BUDGET, with no plan for investing in Alberta jobs  
and infrastructure.

PLANS TO REWARD THE RICHEST 1% OF 
ALBERTANS with a massive $700 million tax cut, 
which he’ll pay for by slashing the services that families 
count on.

How much is $700 million? Enough to hire 8,000 
health care professionals. Or build 35 new schools. 
Cutting that spending takes money out of our economy; 
instead, it’ll go to out-of-province tax shelters.

STANDS UP FOR ENERGY JOBS, and fights back against  
anti-pipeline politics.

REDUCED THE SMALL BUSINESS TAX BY TEN PERCENT, 
along with a small increase in the tax large businesses pay 
so they start paying more of their share.

RAISED THE MINIMUM WAGE, putting more money  
in the pockets of more than 300,000 Albertans —  
money that goes right back into local economies.

INVESTED IN NEW AND IMPROVED SCHOOLS  
AND HOSPITALS, ensuring a healthy, well-educated  
workforce for the future.

DRAMATICALLY EXPANDED SKILLS TRAINING  
with the Alberta Jobs Grant, which pays for 2/3 of  
any employee’s training, up to $10,000.

EXPANDED AND IMPROVED AFFORDABLE DAYCARE, 
making it easier for working parents to earn a living.

JASON KENNEY AND THE UCP RACHEL NOTLEY AND THE NDP

Slashing essential services would torpedo Alberta’s 
economic recovery, setting us back years. Fewer services, 
lost jobs — everyone would lose except for the very 
wealthiest. That’s no way forward for Alberta.

JASON KENNEY’S UCP WOULD 
JEOPARDIZE ALL THE PROGRESS WE’VE 
MADE… WITH A RECKLESS PLAN TO  
PAY OFF HIS RICH FRIENDS.

We are on the right track and if we stick to the plan,  
we’ll continue to see our economy stabilize. 

WHAT CAN WE DO?
HOW DO WE PROTECT OUR FUTURE? 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WHAT’S NEXT  
FOR ALBERTA’S ECONOMY:

VISIT NEXTALBERTA.ORG  
and find out more about the Alberta  
Federation of Labour’s work to transform our 
economy and be ready for the future.

SHARE IT IN YOUR NETWORKS. 

TALK TO YOUR COLLEAGUES.

TALK TO YOUR NEIGHBOURS.

VOTE!


